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7% v The Printer -to the Reader,~ -+ v+ -0
Cf)u‘riebm “Reader, There was no Argument at frlt th-.

that have defiréd it,T have procur'd it, and ‘withalla reafon

. ‘ of that which fhumbled many othets,why the Pocin Rimes
C nof, <~ iyl v o e cSeSimmonss o

SO EFLIFEEEIEHOBL L ASLOOLITEEEY
THE e

| Of Arhe

FIRST BOOK

f====, He firlt Book propofes firlt in brief the
A ‘ wholeSubjelt, CMans difobedience, and the
§*ﬁ °E lofs thereupon of Paradife wherein he was
=" plac’t: Thentouchies the prime caufezfl;i:
fall, the Serpant, oy ¥¥ther S an i the Serpent 5 mbo re.
voltingﬁo%b?g aad draszfng'tlilb jidlpfﬂdly Legions
of Angels, was by the command of God drivin eut o
Heavén with alf his Crewinto the great Deep. * WHRIg
altion paft over; the Poem hafts' jnte the midit
of things, préfenting. Satan\vith bis  Angets naw fale
lesi into Hull, defexib’d here; not it “1he Camtir (for
HeavenandEarth may be fuppoy’d as yet not made, |
certainly not yetaceur(t ) but in a place of utter dark |
meffe, firkieft calbdChaos : Here Satan with bis Angels|
Lying.on the burnivig Lake, thundé frick xnd afenifpe}

after a certainfpace re'u'z"zej;s;

2

-~ [ . -

tended to the Book, but for the fatisfaction of many|

ay from coRfifion, s8R

bini




1 bim who wext inOvder and Dignityliy byhim ; tb.ey ”;’:' j
ferof ahir. miferablefall,  Satan awakens all bis Legi; |

The Argun;érit. T

ons, who Lay 1ill then in the {ame mranney confoundeds
T, IJL”j ri]‘e;_t{u‘r. Numbers, array of Battel, thin chief. Lie;qc_‘i-
ers'nam’d, according to the Tdols: kriown aftermardi in
Canaan and the Countries adjoyning. To thefe Satan.
directs bis Speech ». comforts. vtl:_wm; gi}b bape yet of re-
gaining Heaven, but tells thevs laftly of anew World and
new kind of Creature to be created, according to an an.
cient Prophefic or. report in-Heaves 5,.£Qr that Angels
were Jongbeforexhis vifible Creatian, was the o.
pinion of many ancient Fathere.” To find out The
truth of this Prophefie , and what 1o determin thereon
herefers to a full Councell. - What his Affociates thence
attempt, Pandemonium the: Palace of Satan rifes,
[uddenly built ont of the Deep : - Thé infernal-Peers there
fitin Connfel, L.

o :('_jfthel._j .
~ SECOND BOOK,

=He, Cézgf'ultution-begup, Satan debates whether ano.-
Tibgpﬁattql be to be bassarded for the. recovery of Hea-
ven 3 fame advife it others diffusdes A-third propeful
i “prefer'd, mention'd before by Satan 5. 10 fearch: the
truth of-that Prophefic or Tradition in Heaven concern
. |ing another world and another kind of creature equall or
#ok smuch inferiour to themfelyes hant this time tobe
created s, Thir doubt who [bail pe fent on. this difficult
" |fearchz -Satan.thir chief undertakgs alone the vojags,

o)

e 'TThé "fArgumen't.

| o bonourd and applanded.  The Councelthus ended, the

reft betake them Jeveral wayes € to fcveral imployments,

| a8 thir inclinations lead them | to entertain the time rill

Satan refurn. He paffes on bis Jonrney to' Hell Gates,
finds thevs flut, and nho fat there to guard thenz, by
whor at length they arcop'ndy and diftover 1o bine the|

| great Gulf between Hell and Heaven 5 with what diffs-

culty be paffes through, direGied by Chaos, the Power of
that place, to the fight of this new World which he [onght.

Of the

THIRD BOOK

God [fisting on bis Throne fees Satan flying towards
this world, then newly created 5 fhews binz tothe Som
who [at at his vight band 5 foretells the Juccefs of Satan
in perverting mankindy clears bis own Juftice and vvif-
dont from all imputation, baving created Man freeand
able enongh 10 have withftood bis Teapters yet declares |
his purpofe of grace towards hins, irsregard he fell mot of
his own malice; as did Satan, but by bim feduc's. The
Son of God venders praifes to bis Father for ihe manifes
flation of bis gracious puspofe towards Mun 5 but God
dgaindeclares, that Grace canpot be exiended towards

| Man without the fatisfaltion'of diwvine Tuftice 5 2un

haih offended the majefty of God by afpiring to Godbead,
and therefore with all bis Progeny devoted to derly muft
dyey unlefs fome one can be found fiifficient to.anfiwer for
bis offence, and undergoe bis Punifiment. The Som of

Godfreely offers himfelf a Ranfome for Man: the Fa-
L ' N 4 then

B




~Fhe Argament

| commands all the Angels to adore him 5 they obey

N pretending & ealous defire to bebold the new Creation

| FOURTH BOOK

'\ be undertook alone againft God and Man, falls into ma.

Yueys on to Paradife, whofe outward profpec andfvituati-

ther accepts hiwt, ordains his incarnation, promounces
bis exaltation above all Namesin Heaven and Earth 5

nd bymning to thir Harps in full Quire, celebrate
the Father and the Son. Mean while Satan alights
upon the bare convex of this VVorlds outernmoft Orb s
where wandring be firft finds a place fince calld The
Lymbo of Vanity 5 what perfons and things ﬂj_:fp
thither 5 thence comes Jfo gbe G:zte oJQ Hea'z:;:z . i:{ﬁ{;;:f,j
ling by ftairs,and the waters above tne Firv.
?iﬁe:;;olwgabjmﬁ it : His paffage thesce fo the Orb of the
Sun 'y he finds there Uriel the Regent of that Orb,b;;t firft
chasiges himfelf into the flape of a meaner Angel? and

nd Min whons God bad plac’t berey inguires of him the
';L-we-of his habitation, and is direited ; alrgfm:. frf

en Mownt Niphates.

Oof the .

Atan nowin profpe of Edeén, and nigh the place
S mtf?er;e he mzﬁpna; z;ft{en{;zt the bold enterprize which

' bts with bimfelf, and many paffions, fiar, envy,
,szz:f paresbut at ler:;ib confirms bimfelf in evil, jour.

on is deferibed, overleaps thebounds, fits in the fhape of|

& Cornicrant on'the Trec of life, as highe[t inthe Garden

talook-about him: * The Garden defcrib’d §Satans firfi
X : ' Jight

" \leaft the evill [pirit fhosld be there doing fome barns 16

'n_—-The Argument,

j 1zbt of Adam and Evestis wonder at thir excellent forys |
and bppy flate, but with yefolution to work_thir fall ;f
overbear s 1hir difconrfe, thence gathers that the Tree of |
‘I{ﬂow/edge was forbidden thems to cat of | under penalry
ofdeath 5 and thereon intends to found bis temptation,
by feducing them to tranfgrefi: then leaves thers o while,
to know further of thir ftate by fome other mvans. Mean
while Uriel deftendingon a Sun-beamr warns Gabriel, |
who had in charge the Gate of Paradife, that Jome evil |
[pirit had ejcap'd the Deep and paft at Noon by his
Sphere inthe fhape of a good Angel down to Paradife, dif- |
covered after by bis fuvious gefiurcs in the Mouns, Ga. |
briel promifesto find hine out ere morning. Night com. |
ing on, Adam and Eve difcourfe of going 10 thir rei? ;
thir Bower deferibd 5 thir Evesing worfhip. Gabriel
drawing forth his Bands of Night.watch to walk the round
of Paradife,appoints twy Jbrong Angels 1o Adams Bower,

Adam or Eve fleeping 5 there they find him at the ear of |
Eve,tempting ber in a dream, and bring him though
unwilling, to Gabriel 5 by whom guefbion’d, be.feorn.
fully anfwers, prepares vefifiance, bus hinder'd by a Sign
from Heaven, flies ont of Paradife. :

Oftl;e
FIFTH BOOK. |

Morning a pproa..:b't, Eve relates to Adam ker tyow- |
‘ bleforne dream 5 he likes it not, yei comforts
'I.ver s They come forth vo thir day labowrs s Thir Mors.




The Argument.

\#n2g Hysn at the Door of thir Bower, God to render Man
\imexcnfable fends Raphael to admonifb him of his obe-
idience 5 of his free eftate, of his encuy wear at hand ;
‘who beis, and why bis encury, and whatever clfe may
lavail Adam to kpow. Raphael comes down to Paradife,
ibis appearance defcrib’d, his coming diftern'd by Adam
afar off fitting at the door of his Bower 5 ke goes out
to meet him, brings hins to bis lodge, ensertains him with
the choycef? fruits of Paradife got together by Eve 5 thir
difeonrfe at Table : Raphael performs bis meffage minds)|
Adam of bis ftate and of bis enemy 5 relates at Adams
requeft who that enemy is, and how be came t0 be fo, be-
ginning from bis firft revolt in Heaven, and the occafion
thereof 5 bow he drew bis Legions after binms to the parts|
of the North, andtkere incited them to vebel with bim .,
perfwading all but only Abdiel a Seraph, whoin Argu-
ment diffuades and.oppofes him, then forfakes hiws.

- Of the :

SIXTH BOOK.

RA}?hael continues to relate bow Michael azd Ga-
<brietwere fent forsh #o Battel againft Satan and bis
| dngelss The firft Fight deferib’d : Satan and bis Pow-
ers retire under Night ¢ He calls a Councel, invents de-
vilifh Engincs, which in the fecond dayes Fight put Mi-
chacl and his Angels 1o fome diforder 5 but shey at leggth
pulling up Mountains overwhelws'd buth the force and:
Michins of Satan s Yet the Tumult not [0 ending, God:

‘be'é third day fends Mefliah his Son,. for whom he
. ‘:' - » - ; - .., . b‘id ‘.

The Arguxrﬁent.

AMefﬁah returns with trinmph to his Father,

a
g
%

bad referv'd the glory of thatViliory : Hee in the Power
of bis Father coming to the place, and canﬁng all hisi
Legions to ftand ftill 0z cither ﬁde, with bis Chariot and ‘\
Thunder driving into thesmift of hé Encmies, purfues |
them unable 1a'vefift towards the yoall of Heevens which:
opening, they leap downwith borrour and confuffon intv!
the place of punifhment prepar'd for them in the Deep:

Of the

SEAVENTH BOOK.

RAphael at the requeft of Adam relates bow and
w

after the expelling of Satan amd his Angels out of Hea-
ven, declar’d bis pleafure to creste anosher World and
otber Creatures 4o dwell therein 5 fends his son with
Glory and attendance of dmgels to perform the work of
Creation in fix dayes : the dugels celobrate wish Hymns
the performance thereof, and his reaftention into Heaven.
Adam then inquires concerning celeftial AMotions y i
doubtfully anfwer'd,and exhorted to fearch yather thirig:
more worthy of knowledg : Adam affents, and (il de]i -
rous to desain Raphael, relates 10 him what be remess.
ber’d fince his own Creation, bis placing in Paradife, bis
talk with God concerning [olitude and fit fociety , ’ bis
firft meeting and Nuptials with Eve, bis difconrfe with
the Angel sherenpon 5 who after admonitions vepeated
departs.

berefore this World was firft created 5 that God,|

a - of

J R SOV :
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: o Of the

' EIGHTH BOOK

T The Argument }
|

) St\tan baving compaft the Earth, with meditaied

A Dyuile veturns as a mift by Night into Parade[" enters |
Linto the Serpcnt flecping.  Adamy and Eve inibe Aiory. E
ing go forth to thir labours, which Eve propafes to divid, |
in fiveral places, each lsbonring apart s Adam confints
not, allédging the danger:, Eft thas Encvty, of whom
they were forcwoarn’d, fhonld atteapt her found alone :
Eve loath to be thought not circum[pect or firnz enongh,
urges ber going apart, the rather defirons to make sryalof
ber ftrength's” Adam at Lift yields The Serpent finds
ber alone 3 bis fubtle approach, firft gazing, then [peik-
ing, with much flattery extolling Eve above all other
Creatures, Evemwondring to hear the Serpent fpeak jasks
homw be attain'd 1o human [peech and fuch underfEanding
wot tillsows the Serpent anfwirs, that by tafring of « |
cortain Tree in the Garden b2 attain’d both to Speech.and .
Reafim, till then woid of both : Eve reguires bim to]
g her to that Tree, and finds it to be the Tree of |
Kuowledge forbidden @ The Senpent wew grown bolder, |
(with manywiles and argumcnss induces ber a length to |
teat s fhe pleas’d with the tafic deliberates 2 while whether |
(0 impart therzof to Adamer mut, af 122 brings bim of
[the Fruit, relates what perfi bor o et thereof :
| adam af firfi araz’d, but pe ing her loft, refelves
.l{brm‘ﬂ‘ Lwch-mence of love 4y ;e per 5 and-exte-
lj.-:_.a.ziixg the ireﬁn{. 5y eaks dipof rac Frait o The Eﬁi‘(?; l
! 1

thereof

Z
*

thereof .is them both 5 they feek to couer thir mked: [
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The Argument

nefs 5 then fall to variamce and accufation. of ome ano-
ther. : |

Of the

NINTH BOOK,

MAm. tranfgreffion knows | the Guardian Asngels
forfake Paradife, and veturn up to Heaven to ape
prove thir vigilance, and are approv’cf; God declaring
that the entrance of Satan could not be by thems preven:-
ed. He fends his Sonto judge the Tranfgreffors, who
defcends and gives Sentence accordingly 5 then in ity
cloaths then both | and reafcends. Sin and Death |
fitting tillthen at the Gates of Hell, by mondrous [ympa.
thie fecling the fuccefs of Satan in this mew World, and,
the fin by Man there committed, refolve 1o fit wo lzmger'
confin'd in Hell, but to follow Satan thir Siveup 10 the!
place of Man s To make theway eaffer frons Hell to this|
World to and fro, they pave a broad Highw.y or Bridge|
over Chaos , - according to the Track that Satan firf?|
made:s then preparing for Earth, they meet bim proud.
of bis [uceefs returning to Hell 5 thir mutual gratulation.!
Satan arreves at Pandemonium, in full affernbly relates’
with boafling bis fu.cefs againfs Man 5 infcad of ape|
planfe is entertained with a general hifs by all bis audia
epegy g formed with himfelf alfo,[uddenly into Ser.|
pents, secording to his doam giv'n ‘in Paradife s ther
el o of ke Jorbiddon Tree fpringi up
beforethem, they grecdily reachingto taffe of the F reit,

) a2 S chew!
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g , | The‘ Argument. |

___ 'The Argument, {
\ehew duft and bitter afes.  The proceedings of Sin und
| Deathy God foretels the final Victory of his Som over
‘them, and the renswing of all things sbut for the prefemt
commtinds bis Angels to make feveral alterations in the

H-aven: and Elements.  Adam more and more perceiy-
ling his fali'n condition keavily bewai'es, rejects the con. |
ldolem.ml of Eve 5 fle perfifks and at length appeafes
, biuz 2 Then to cvade the Curfe likely 1o fall om thir Of.
1 Spring, zirozzqfif fo Adﬂm/wflr'g wv'eftw;"f’_{”be @ rmd;ﬁ, the ficry Sword waving bebind thems, and

proves sety byt concerymg beller noepe,. § NEy 1IN iR the Che ; : ) 2
of the igtd’t’romifemade thewm, tbz:ﬁ ’bff Seed [honld be Place. rubine taking thir Siations ¥0 guard the

reveng’d on the Serpent, and exhorts ber with hivs o
[eck_ Peace of the offinded Deity, by repemntance and
[application.

and by degrees explains, who that Seed of the Woman
(hall bes his IncarnationDeath Relrrection,und dfeen.
tion s the [ate of the Church till his fecond Coming,
Adam greatly fatisfied and recows forted by thefe Relati-
ons and Promifes defcends the Hill with Michael
wakens Eve, who all this while had flept , but with
gentle dreams compos’d to quietnefs of mind and fub-
mvffson. — Michael in either hand lesds thens out of

Of the
TENTH BOOK

F Tﬂe Son of God prefents to his Father the Pragers
| of our firfk Parents nowrepenting, and intercedes
for them: God accepts them , but declares thas they
minft no lomger abide in Paradife 3 fewds Michael with
g i Band of Chérkbim to difpoffefs them 5 but firft 1o
E reveal to Adam furwre things :  Michaels coming

dewn. Adam fPews to Eve certain ominous fignss he

: \difeerns Michaels appraach, goes ont o taeet bim :

the Angel denowibes thix depariupe, "EVEs Lamenta-

tigit, ' Adain plads bqt;éﬁbqn'r; : The Angel'leads himm

e

ap toa bigh Hill, fets ¢ {are' binm 'in' wifion what foall
bh.app'm till the Flood 5 't

w
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ence from the Flood velates,
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THE VERSE.

“¥" He Meafure is Englfb Heroic
Verfe without R ime, ac that of
Homer inGreek, and of Virgil in La-
tin ; Rime being no neceflary Ad-
juné or true Ornament of Poem or
‘good Varle, in longer Works efpeci-
\ally, but the Invention of a barbarous
Age, to fet off wrerched matter and}
lame Megter; grac’t indeed fince by
the ufe of fome famous modern Poets,
|carried away by Cuftom, but much
to thir own vexation, hindrance, and

Iconftraint to exprdé many things o-
{itherwife, and for the moft part worfe,-

Jof primenote have reje&ted R imeboth|

then elfe they would have eXpreﬂ:'
them. Not without caufe therefore
{ome both Italizi and Spanifb Poets}

in/
4 |

~ 5 ——e-

Poetry and all good Orarory. This|

j;bé | Ve}ﬁ’.

lin longer and thorter Works, as have|

alfo long fince our beft Englifh Tra-|
gedies,as athing of i felf, ro all judici-!
ous ¢ s, triveal and of no true mufi-!
cal delighe; which confifts only in apt!
1 o~ . ~ oy j ) !
Nunibers, fic quantity of Syllables,and :
the {enfe varioufly drawn out from one |
Verleinro ancther, not in the jingling
. “ } ‘e : ‘O i

found of like endings, a falt avoyd-
ed by the learned Ancients both in!

Iy - ~ 3 7.

negledt then of Rime {o lictle is to be
takenfor a defed, though itmay [eem
{o pernaps to vulgar Readars, thar ic |

e, the firft in Euglifh | of ancient ‘

Jrather is to be efteem’d an cxample{

i

glibcrty recover'd to Heroic Poem

* froim the troublefom and modern bore !

dage of Rimeing,

| ERR A
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ERRAT A

1. Verl. 25. for th’ Esernal, Read Eterial.
b. 1. V. 409. for Heronaim, x. Horonaim.
.V, 58 for and Band t. Band and.
V.

LIb

Li
Lib. 1
Lib. 1 760 for bundreds v, bunderds.
Lib. 2. V. 414. for we r. wwee.
Lib. 2. V. 881. for great 1. grate.
Lib.'3. V. 760. for with r. in.
| Lib, 5. V. 193. for breath r. breathe.
| Lib. 5. V. 598. for whofeop 1. whafe top.
|

'Lib, 5. V. 636. for more Heaven r. more iit Heaven.
{Lib. 6. V. 184. for bleffed r. bleft,

Lib. 6. V. 215 for founder x. fo wnder.

Lib. 10. V. 375. for Joff r. Jaft.

| Other literal faults the Reader of himf{elf may Correct.

SHPLPIPEPIFIE SFFFSPLFEFITOPPIFINPS 5

1Sing Heav'nly Mufe, that on the fecret top

~ -

BOOK I -

qF Mans Fxrﬂ Dxfobedlcnce, d’,
4 the Friit T
~ Of that Forbidden Tree, whofe
mortal talt = - ‘
~ Brought Death intq’ the World'

and- all our woe;
With lofs. of' Eden, till one gieater Man

Reftore ‘us, and regain the blifsful Seat,

Of oreb, or of Sinai, didft inlpire
That Shepherd,who it taughe the chofen Seed
In the Beginning how thg Heav'n¢ and Earth

Rofe out of Chaos : Or if Siow Hill . - :
Delight thee more, and 8i/o2’s Brook that ﬁow’d ;
Faft by the Oraclé of God 5 I thence™ "

1,10

!Invoke thy aid to my, adventrous Son f o ; i ‘
'That with no mxc}dle flight intends to f'oar AN}
| S _ A Aboveli
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