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S IN Rt
; Paradifum Amiflam
P Summi Poetx

JouanNis MILTONL

: Etfata, ¢ fines continet iffe liber.

% Intima panduntar wagni penctralia munds,

i Seribitur ¢ toto quicquid in Orbe latet.

o Terraque, traltufque maris, columque profundmyms

. Salphurenmqne Erebi, flammivomamque (pecus.

2 Queque colunt serras, Portumaue ¢ T Artara caca,

’% Qfgzqa‘e colunt [nmmi lusida regna Pols.

& Et quodcinque wllss conglufum est finibus ufguam,

% Et fine fine Chags, ¢ fine fine Deus :

. Et fine fine magis, fi quid magus €St fine finey

% In Chrifto erga homines conéiliatus amor-

* Hes qui [peraret quis crederce effe futnrim ?

* Et tamen hac hodie terra Britanna legst.

2O quantosin bella Duges ! que protulit arma !
Quge canit, ¢ quanta pralia dira tuba.

R Celefhes acies ! atque in ccrtamine Coelum !

% Etque Celeftes pugna deceres agros !

% Quantusin atheriss tollst fe Lucifer armis !

- Argue ipfo graditur vix Michaele minor !

o Quantis, & quam funefiis concurritur iris

% Dum ferms hic fiellas protegit, ille rapit !

B8 Dum vulfos Montes ceu Telaveciproca torquents

Et nor wortali defuper igue plunnt :

Ui legis Amiffam Paradifim, grandiamagns
Carmina Miltoni, quid nifi cuntta legse P
Res cunllas, & eunitarum primardia rerum,

Stat
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Spat dubis cni [¢ parti concedar Olympués
Er metuit pugne non fupereffe fm;.l »
At finul in ceelss Meflie znﬁgn;z_ fu %) s
Ex currus animes, armaque igna. ',amm
Harrendumgque rota firident, & [afbvﬁ 70
Ermpunt torvis fulgura lumini m,r »
Ft fiarima vibrant, & verd ra;}rjzrlmfz
Admiftis flammis infonsiere Polo .
Excidit artonit1s mens omnss, O; smpetis
Lt caffis dextriz rrsta Telacadunt. 1
sas fuginns, G cou foret Orous afylum
Ad peitas fugiunt, O Ore
Infernis cevtant qondere fete b
Cedite Romant bcr;ptarcs,cedxt; ail
Et quos jama yecens vel cele‘ ravit ﬂ:mb.j;
Hc quicnngue leget t:fg:t:{ng ccc;{zelf[c’ p
Maxonidem ranas, Virgilium ¢ulices.

S.B. M. D.

ON
Paradife Loft,
’ Hen Ibeheld the Poet blind, yer bold,
Inflender Book his vaft Defign unfold,

MeffiahCrown'd,Gods Reconcil'd Decree,

Rebelling Angels, the Forbidden Tree,
Heav'n, Hell, Earth, Chaos, All ; the Argument

Held me awhile mifdoubring his Intent,
That he would ruine ( for I faw him ftrong )
The facred Truths to Fable and old Song
(So Samp(on groap'd the Temples Pofts in fpight )
The World o'rewhelming to revenge his fighe,
Yet as I read, foon growing lefs fevere,
1 lik'd bis Proje, the fuccefs did fear ;
Through that wide Field how he his way fhould find
O're which lame Faith leads Underftanding blind,
Left he perplex'd the things he would explain, |
And whar was eafie he fhould render vain,
Or if a Work fo infinite he fpann’d,
Jealous T was thar fome lefs skilful hand
(Suchas dilquier always what is well,
Aud by ill imitating would excell )
Might hence prefume the whole Creations da

) To changc in Sceres,and fhow it in a Play.

Pardonme, Mighty Poet, nor defpife

. My caufelefs, yet not impious, furmife,
i ButIam now convinc'd, and none will dare

Within thy Labours to pretend a fhare,

. Thou haft not mifs'd one thought thar could be fi,

5. And all thar was improper doft omit ;
ON‘§ So




§o that no room is here for Writers left,
But o dete& their Ignorance ot Theft.
Thas Majelty which throughthy Work doth Reign
Draws the ]Dcvout, deterring the Profanie.
And things divine thou rreatlt of in fuch ftate
As them preferves, and thee, inviolate.
At once delight and horrour on us feife,
Thou fingft with fo much gravity and eafe ;
Arid above humane flight doft foar aloft
ith Plume fo ftrong, fo equal, ‘and fo foft,
The Bird nam'd from that paradife youling
5o never flaggs, but always keeps on Wing.
Where couldfi thou words o fuch 2 compaf find 2
ihence furnifh fuch avalt expence of mind ?
Juft Heav'n thee like Tirefias to requite

Rewards with Prophefic thy lofs of (ight.
Well mightft thou fcorn thy Readers to allure

With tinkling Rhime, of thy own {enfe fecure
While the Town-Bayes writes all the while and fpells,
'And like a Pack-horfe Lires without his Bells:
‘Their Fancies like our Bufhy-points appear,

‘The Poets tag them, we for fafhion wear,

I oo tranfported by the Mode offend,

And while I meantto Praife thee muft Commend.
Thy Verfe created like thy Theme fublime,

15 Number, Wel

A4 M.

THL

ight, and Meafure, needs not Rhime:

THE

VERSE;

WE Meafure is Englith *Heroi,
4 rfe without Rime, as thif of‘
mef:r 7 Greek, and of

irgil in Latin g Ripse being

70 neceffa

ry AdjuniE or trye

Ornament of Poeps

 Ornan j or good Verfe, ;
1,4,-0§, eff{;&;cmzl‘lg, but the Inventz{;: o’; foit
paro M“t;r . fer 0{7’ n?retcbed matter an
ol } grac’t indeed fince by tb?
W Jome amons modern Poets . o4 -
y by Cuflorn, but much 4, t,bi; 0"1’: .
”

vexation, hindrance

s and conflraint 1o ex.

prefs many thin
s otherwi
fz:;worﬁ tbm' elfe they sz:;u;:lz i;»]z;tbe most
+  Not withont caufe thercfore f’:’fPZ ;’g

Ttalian and Spanith Poets o

of prime note have

a5 have alfo long fince onr

beft Englith Trage-

.

: triveal and of 70 trite m
. CO 3
Ilﬁﬁl‘ onelj . apt Numbers ﬁt
]

ufical delight s which,

quantity of

féé Jound of Jike éndings

a fault avoyded by
the
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the learned Ancicuts both z';z,Poct;y and djl[ : . : :. . :

' ' "Rime o § g | |

ood Oratory. This neglecE then of ’ f‘P d {" L ﬁ
‘%ittle is to be taken for a dcfc(?,tborlgb itmay ara 1 6 O .
feens o perbaps 1o vuigar Readers, that it ra- MRan

ther is 10 be efteers'd an example fet, ,tbe firft o | )
in Englith, of ancient liberty recover’d to He- —

<2

—

voic Tocm from the troublefom and modern
bondage of Rimeing,

PR & lfq"'"’ﬂ*‘d,‘.x W e e

"~ THE ARGUMENT,

T : — v.ifhis fitlt Book propofes, firft inbrief, the whole
D - i Subje®, Mans difobedience, andthe lofs therepon

’4 of Paradife wherein be was plac’t : Then touches

, + " the prime canfe of bis fall, the Serpent, or vatber

& Sawaninthe Serpent y who revolting from God, and

" drawing to bis fide many Legions of dngels, was by

) the command of God driven onr of Ig-l'eavm with
“{ all_his Crew into the grear Deep.” Which action

4 paft over, the Poeni hafts into the midft of chings,

Y prefémin% Satan with bis Angels now fallen snto

. L * ) Hell, delcribd here, sot inghe Center ( for Hea-

SEAN ‘ o0 venand Earth may be fuppos'd as yet riot made,
. : e . certainly not yer accurl ) bur in 4 place of meter
T L 2 darknefs, fitliest calld Chaos :  Here Satan with bis
. L ' o - Angels lying on theburning La'e, thunder-fruck,
¥ T S - and aftonifor, after 4 certain [pace vecwvers, as
o 7 from sonfufion, calls up him who rext it Order
E _ - . and Dignity lay by him; they confer of thir mi-
. ? , {* { ferable fall. Satdn dwakens all bis” Legions , who
o Paradile, 3 lay

E
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[T,

yife, thir Numbers, array of Bartel,

Tothefe Satan direéts his Speech, comforts them with
hope yet of regaining Heaven, bu tells them laftly

of a new World and new kind of Creature to be
created, according to an ancient Praphefic or report .

in Heaven; for that Angels were long before
thie vilible Creation, was the opinion of many

ancient Fathers. To find owt the trauth of this

pavavife Zoft. Book L

luy till then in the fame manner confaunded; They . That with no.méddle flight isténdsto foar -

thir chicf
Teaders namd, accarding 3o the Tdols known af-:.
serwards in Canaan and the Countries adjoyning.

Pro’ hefie, and what to determin thereon he refers

to'a full Cowrcel.

tempt.  Pandemoni
- [uddenly built out of

thie (it in Conicels

l I e' Of that Forbidden Tree, w

What his Affociates thence at-

um the Palace of Satan rifes,.
the Deep : The infernal Peers

the Fruit

mortal talt

N Brought Death into the World,

and all our woe,

5 Wwith lofs of Eden, till ont

reater Man

Reflore us, and regdin the blifsful Seat,

Sing Heav'nly Mufe, thar on the fecret top
Of Orch, or of Sinai, didft infpire

‘That Shepherd, who
In the Beginning how
Rofe out of Chaos :

Delight thee more, an

firft caughe the chofen Seed,

the Heav'ns and Earth
Orif Sien Hill
d Silo’s Brook that flow’d

Taft by the Oracle of God; Ithence
Luvoke thy aid tomy adventrous Song,

Thaz'gff Bz i

. § | :

Book I Patadife Loft,

Aboveth’ dosien Mount, whilekt purfues
Things inattemgted yet in' Profe or Rhime:
And chiefly'Thou O Spiric, ehar doft prefer
Before all Temples th” wpright hicart and prive; -
Inftruét ome, for Thou know'tt; Thou from- the fieft
Waft prefent, and with mighry wingsoutfpread
Dove-like facft brooding on ¢he vaft Abyfs -
And tpad ft.ir pregnant : What in me s dark-
Illumin, what is low raife arid-fupport - '
That ro the:highth of rhisgreht-Argur;em
-1 may affert Eternal Providence
: Angl ju(f}iih'e trhc wayes of God to men

ay firit, for Heav’n hides nothis om thy ¢iew
Nor the decp Track cf Hell, fay ﬁr&g\gl?:: E?Kré’ o
*Mov’d our Grand Parents in that happy State,

: ~ Favour'd of Heav'n fo highl
= N hed: ' y, to fall off
=53 F Mans Firlt Difobedience , and Iy L 0
- » For one reftrdint, Lords of the World befid
hofe %/}{hq ﬁfr& fcldue"d them to that foul re\,ol:)ldes'z
. Tl infernal Serpent; he it was, whofe gui
,f;?Stlrd up with Envy and Revenge, deceivt?dgulle

From'thir Cieator, and trsnfgrefs his Will

" The Mother of Mankind, whar time his Pri
-Had caft him out from Heav’n, withcall]l, .[]Ii’sr;ggﬁ
‘Of Rebel Angels, by whofe aid afpiring

- Tofet himfelf in Glory above his Peers :
+ He trafted to have equal’d the moft High,
{If he oppos'd 5 and with ambitious 2im

»"-Agglnﬁ the Throne and Monarchy of God

‘Ra’s'd impious War in Heav'n and Battel proud
Wn.h vamn attempt.  Him the Almighty Power

quxld headlong flaming from th' Echereal Skie
With Lideous reine and combattion down

. Tobottomlefs perdition, there to dwell
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